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E. O. 11652: N/ A 
TAGS: ETRN, IMCO, IN 

SUBJECT: SELECTION OF IMCO SECRETARY GENERAL 
REF: LONDON 5370 

1. MENS AH HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF HIS GOVERNMENT' S SWITCH 
IN CANDIDATES. HE CHECKED WITH GHANA HIGH COMMISSIONER 
ON BASIS THAT HE HAD RECEIVED RUMOR ACCRA WAS WITHDRAW- 
ING SUPPORT OF HIS CANDIDACY, BUT HICOMER SAID HE WAS 
IGNORANT OF ANY SUCH DEVELOPMENT. HICOMER WAS IN ACCRA 
AS RECENTLY AS MAY 4 AND ASSURED MENSAH THAT HE WOULD BE 

AWARE OF ANY GOG INTENTION TO CHANGE CANDIDATES. HE 
NEVERTHELESS IS QUERYING MFA TO DETERMINE WHETHER ANY 
SUBSTANCE TO " RUMOR". 

2. WE HAVE MENTIONED MATTER TO NONE OTHER THAN MENSAH 
HIMSELF. HE CHARACTERIZED SITUATION AS " BIZARRE" BUT 
EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT WHEN HIS GOVERNMENT IS 
APPRISED OF CONSEQUENCES OF ATTEMPTING TO SWITCH CANDI- 
DATES, DECISION WILL BE REVERSED. HE POINTED OUT THAT 
LONDON HICOMER SINCERITY WOULD BE QUESTIONED BY 
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COLLEAGUES SINCE HE TRANSMITTED TO IMCO SYG THE GOG 
NOMINATION OF MENSAH. HE ALSO LOBBIED LONDON REPS OF 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ON MENSAH' S BEHALF AND ONLY LAST WEEK 
TRANSMITTED TO ACCRA RESULTS OF DISCUSSIONS WITH LAST 
TWO SUCH REPS. 

3. AS CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER OF IMCO, MENSAH POINTED OUT 
THAT SIMPLE SUBSTITUTION OF ONE NAME FOR ANOTHER AS 
GHANA NOMINEE IS NOT POSSIBLE. NOMINATIONS CLOSED 
APRIL 16 IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL RESOLUTION OF NOVEM- 
BER 13, 1972, AND QUARTEY’ S NAME COULD NOT BE PLACED 
IN NOMINATION UNDER THAT RESOLUTION UNLESS FORTHCOMING 
COUNCIL VOTED WAIVE ITS TERMS AND PERMIT NOMINATIONS 
FROM FLOOR. MANSAH FEELS, AND WE WOULD AGREE WITH HIM, 
THAT HIS GOVERNMENT' S LAST- MINUTE SWITCH WOULD SIMPLY 
RESULT IN GHANA' S LOSING ANY CHANCE IT MAY HAVE HAD TO 
PLACE A NATIONAL AT THE HEAD OF A UN SPECIALIZED AGENCY. 
ALTHOUGH QUARTEY WELL- KNOWN AND RESPECTED FIGURE IN IMCO 
CIRCLES, HIS SURPRISE SUBSTITUTION FOR MENSAH WOULD 
ALIENATE COUNCIL MEMBERS OTHERWISE INCLINED SUPPORT 
GHANA CANDIDATE. 

ANNENBERG 
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